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Ministers only intended to push the Budget through, and
afterwards to embark upon the uncharted sea of House of
Lords reform, they would have turned the Government
out of office without delay. Asquith, while flatly refusing
to give anything in the nature of a pledge to the Irish,
soon made it clear that veto, and not reform, was to be the
order of the day; and once assured of that, Redmond
persuaded his followers that the cause of Home Rule could
only be made to prosper by their voting for the Budget.
By the end of March, the Cabinet had agreed upon its
House of Lords policy: it was to take the form of Suspensory
Veto; which meant that a Bill would automatically become
law, without the consent of the Upper House, if passed
in three successive sessions, spread over a minimum of
two years, by the House of Commons. It was further to
be definitely enacted that over measures certified by the
Speaker to be Money Bills, the Lords were to have no
power whatsoever. This policy was placed, in the form
of resolutions, before the House of Commons; and it was
endorsed by the full Government majority. That having
been done, the House again took up the previous year's
Budget; and it passed its third reading on April zyth*
On the following day, it was accepted without a discussion
by the House of Lords. The first round was over; and
victory lay with the Government.
The ensuing stage in the conflict was beset with greater
difficulty, inasmuch as it was more than likely that the
Peers would reject root and branch all proposals having
as their object the curtailment of the powers of their House.
But a Prime Minister must have some very solid ground if
he intends to ask his followers to submit to a second
General Election within a few months of the first; and
Asquith was well aware that he would not be able to per-
suade them to it unless he could assure them that, in the